Tropical, Subtropical and Warm Climate Gardening
ISSUE 38

BANKSIAS
BANKSIAS
DARK
DARK SIDE
SIDE
DOWNSIZING
DO
OWNSIZING IIII
EXPLORER’S
EXPLORER’S GARDEN
GARDEN
SMALL
SMALL TREES
TREES

ISSN 1832–8717

$10.95 AUD

HOW TO
– prune

HEALTH
VEGETABLES
www.stgmagazine.com.au
– pyrethrins
– basil + coriander

COLLECTABLES
Issue 38 – STG
– climbers

1

DOWNSIZING II...
MORE TRICKS FOR

GARDEN DESIGN
01

S

Following on from last issue where a
number of visual tricks were suggested
to help a small garden appear bigger,
Editor and Registered Horticulturist
Paul Plant offers some additional tricks
for garden designing on a small scale.
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mall gardens can often look
and feel pokey, cluttered and
awkward to enter. In most cases
these are easy items to fix so as
to help make the garden space appear larger.
All too often what we as gardeners have to
address is our passion for collecting plants.
By making plant selection choices based on
the intended design and desired character,
it is possible to curb the compulsion to
continually buy plants. Wise plant selection
can greatly enhance the appearance of the
garden and can effectively make the garden
look and feel more spacious.
Some gardeners can also embrace the
limit space. An intimate garden courtyard
with lush tropical foliage plants can create
sense of retreat and comfort.
A well designed small garden space can
increase the value of your property. Create
the ‘Wow’ factor yourself or employ the
services of a professional garden designer or
landscape architect.

01 | Simplify your planting palette by using fewer plant species.
02 | Stick with one hard landscape surface material.
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Banksia

A number of plants are recognised internationally as iconic
components of the Australian flora. Banksias are one such
plant and their flowers are prized for floral arrangements
and the plants are popularly featured in a diverse range
of garden situations. Heather Knowles looks at a range of
Banksia plants which are suited to warm climate gardens.
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herbs + spices

subtropicalia produce

MARIGOLD

TAGETES LEMMONII
MEXICAN BUSH
PASSIONFRUIT-SCENTED
TANGERINE-SCENTED
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vegies

subtropicalia produce

CORIANDER
– AND THE
ALTERNATIVES

By Arno King

L

ove it or loathe it, the flavour of
Coriander is a feature of many
Middle Eastern, Indian, South
East Asian, Mexican and Central
American dishes. In fact the leaves of this plant
are regarded as being the most widely used herb
in the world and the seeds the most widely used
spice. The distinctive flavour attributed to this
herb’s leaves is also found in many unrelated
plants and all are worth growing if you like
cooking delicious and exciting dishes. »
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ICALIA
ECTOR

SUCCULENTS
Botanical Kalanchoe synsepala var. discreta
Common Name Walking Kalanchoe
Family Crassulaceae
Synonym Kalanchoe gentyi, Kalanchoe trichantha

Few gardens would not include a
succulent or two. Most likely a Kalanchoe
would be present.
The reason this genus is so widely grown,
particularly in tropical and subtropical
climates, is that this genus generally
tolerates our heavy summer rains – which
are also prevalent in its island of origin
– Madagascar. The genus Kalanchoe
includes a diversity of species – including
trees, shrubs, climbers and groundcovers.
They also have attributes that inspire
fascination – their interesting foliage,
structure, texture, habit or flowers.
The Walking Kalanchoe is one of these
Madagascar natives. It is a small plant
that makes a great groundcover. It is
also amenable as a pot or hanging
basket plant, in the garden, courtyard
or on the verandah.
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Kalanchoe synsepala is a variable species
in the wild. In cultivation, some plants
have entire leaves, others are deeply
notched such as the variety discreta
featured here. Some have plain greyishgreen leaves and others have bold red
colourings along the leaf edges. Some
plants grow as tight clumps whilst others
produce widely dispersed plantlets.
During the growing season, plantlets
are produced on long narrow stolons
some 20-50cm long, rather like a
strawberry plant. If grown on a slope,
in a planter or hanging basket, these
stolons hang downward.
During summer and autumn, a small
cluster of tubular white-lilac flowers
appears on a 20-30mm stem (peduncle).
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BEST GROWING
CONDITIONS
• Subtropical and warm
temperate climates
• Fun sun to part shade
• Excellent drainage required
LANDSCAPE USE
• Steep dry banks and slopes
• Raised planters, pots and
hanging baskets
• Cacti and succulent gardens
• Green roofs and vertical
green walls

